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Dear Friends:

Bexley.   Only Bexley.   Each day of the year, the Bexley Community 
Foundation has only one focus: Bexley.

Last fall, we invited many of you to join us as “venture philanthropists” to 
reaffirm and sustain the quality of life that Bexley offers.  And join us, you 
did!  Your commitments allowed us to embark on a new chapter in the history 
of our 100+ year-old town.

How did we make history in 2011?
 We made our first grants – five in all – to community organizations.
 We had our first fundraising drive.
 We established our office in a unique and historic Bexley building.
 We announced our first planned gift.
 We honored a very special community philanthropist for the first time.

We are grateful to our many venture philanthropists who understand the 
necessity of “preserving the Bexley experience” and are willing to champion 
our community as a cause in its own right.

Our Board of Directors has turned the concept of a community-wide 
foundation into a reality.  Their commitment of resources, time and skills has 
shaped our present as the Bexley Community Foundation and will guide our 
future.  We are inspired daily by their long-term vision.

We all know that charity begins at home.  It is heartwarming – indeed, 
inspiring – to see how many of you value Bexley as your hometown and have 
chosen to make an investment with the Bexley Community Foundation as one 
of your philanthropic priorities.

Our first year was a landmark success, and this, our inaugural annual report, 
chronicles the historic year of “Building a Foundation.”  

Thank you for being our partners.  Together, we will help write the future of 
this foundation and our hometown.  Bexley.  Only Bexley.

Sincerely,

Susan Quintenz, Chair
Bexley Community Foundation

 

The mission of the Bexley 

Community Foundation is to 

sustain and enhance Bexley as a 

special place to 

live, learn, work and play.  

So, how are we going to do that?  

We have a threefold plan:

1

Our Grants and Programs 

Committee works with 

organizations throughout 

Bexley to identify unmet needs.

2

We offer grant funding for 

appropriate and worthy projects.

3

We are partners in the 

community.

Preserving the Bexley Experience



Bexley Public Library
2011 Small Grants Fund Award Recipients

OOrigins
On March 20, 1999, five families established the Bexley Heritage Fund at the 
Columbus Foundation with $50,000.  The purpose of the Heritage Fund was to identify 
community needs that, in all likelihood, could not otherwise be funded, and provide 
seed money to initiate projects and programs to enhance Bexley.

Then, in 2009, the Heritage Fund board initiated plans to expand the impact of private 
giving in Bexley by creating a more broadly based community foundation.  On July 
30, 2010, the Bexley Community Foundation was granted tax-exempt status as a 
501(c)(3) organization, and received the transferred assets of the Heritage Fund.

Why does Bexley need a community 
foundation?
The City of Bexley is one of Columbus’s “first ring” suburbs.  That is, Bexley is land-
locked by other municipalities, with no opportunity for future physical growth – or 
the additional tax revenues such growth could provide.  Because community needs 
exceed local tax resources, increased private giving is necessary to preserve the Bexley 
experience for generations to come.

Bexley residents have a strong tradition of giving, but lacked an organization 
singularly focused on linking their charitable resources with community needs.  
The city also needed a single entity to maximize the potential impact of Bexley’s 
extraordinary assets – citizen, governmental, educational, business and non-profit.

Goals of the Bexley Community Experience
• Provide professional services, resources, support and counsel to help individuals 

and families achieve their charitable giving goals
• Help donors create their own endowment funds
• Meet a broad range of changing needs through impactful grants
• Preserve donor intentions when community priorities and organizations change
• Address multiple charitable interests through low-cost administration and 

maximized tax advantages
• Practice prudent stewardship and investment practices
• Strengthen Bexley by identifying important issues and bringing together the people 

and organizations who can solve them

History of the Foundation

I552 South Drexel  -  A Preserving the Bexley 
Experience Part of Bexley History

In 1920 – just 12 years after the Village of Bexley was incorporated – the structure 
that now houses the Bexley Community Foundation at 552 South Drexel was built.  
Early records in the Franklin County Auditor’s Office indicate that, as of April 
1920, Edward Stucky owned our building as well as the parcel now occupied by 
Graeters at 2282 East Main Street.  (The Graeters building was erected in 1912.)

The Wentz family bought the two parcels in 1928, eventually selling them to 
Sherwood Investment Company in 1989.  The sites were purchased in 1993 by 
Athena Properties.

We were proud, indeed, when the Bexley Community Foundation opened the door 
of our first office in August 2011, thereby occupying our own small space in the 
history of our community.  “Small” is probably accurate in more than one way – 
our humble office is just 18 by 22 feet in size.  But our aim is to be as memorable as 
the entities that occupied our building in the nine decades that preceded our arrival.

The first recorded occupant at 552 South Drexel was the Drexel Cleaning Company 
(1926-1928).  It was followed by Allen Kerr Confections (1929-1930), Mrs. Luis 
D. Pearson Confections (1931-1932), the Bexley Sports Shop (1934-1936), the 
Bexley Sports Shop Women’s Clothes (1936) and the Bexley Sports Shop Men’s 
Furnishings (1937-1950.  Along the way, the building was remodeled in 1945.

From 1950 to 1955, the Bexley Plumbing Company was located in the building, 
followed by R. B. Thomas and Son Building Contractors (1960-1961).  The Little 
Shirt Shop Men’s Clothing was here in 1962 and 1963, followed by two vacant 
years.  Then, in 1966, Omar Lindner rented the building for the Lindner Realty 
Company, and he remained as a tenant into the 1990s.

In 2011, Julie and Tom Heilman of Hammerhead Properties bought both parcels, 
and the Bexley Community Foundation moved in soon afterward.  We look forward 
to fulfilling our mission of “preserving the Bexley experience” in our cozy office 
for those who called Bexley home for a lifetime, those who live here now, and 
those who will arrive tomorrow.  

Please stop in and say “hi.”  Since the building is only 396 square feet, your tour 
will not take long!

About the Bexley Community Foundation

We know there is 
something very special 

about Bexley that is 
worth preserving for 
future generations.

- Jeffrey and Andrew Grossman

To continue 
providing services 
and amenities for 

residents of all ages, 
Bexley needs the 

additional financial 
support from the 
Bexley Community 

Foundation.

- Nancy and Bruce Meyer



BBexley Community Foundation
Cornerstone Award

The Bexley Community Foundation established its 
Cornerstone Award in 2011 to honor current and former 
Bexley residents for their exemplary philanthropy and 
service to our city.  Just as a building’s cornerstone joins 
two walls and strengthens its foundation, recipients of this 
award are true cornerstones of the Bexley community.  

Robert H. (Tad) Jeffrey was honored as our first 
Cornerstone Award recipient on September 22, 2011.  A 
lifelong Bexley resident, Tad is a member of our Board 
of Directors.  He was part of a citizen group that built and 
operated the original Bexley Community Pool.  He served 
as a Regent of Capital University, member of the Columbus 
Metro Parks Commission and trustee or officer of numerous 
local and state conservation and non-profit organizations.  
Tad and his wife, Nancy, have been generous supporters of 
our foundation.  And Tad still rides his bike on the bike path 
bordering Bexley!

It’s hard to describe why you like 

to live in the place that you’ve 

lived in for almost 83 years and 

where your family has lived for 

110 years.  Except for the fact that 

Bexley (unlike Upper Arlington) has 

almost all straight streets, I think 

it’s the nicest suburb of Columbus, 

and it’s certainly the easiest from 

which to get both downtown 

and to the airport, which has been 

important to me.

I think the reason Bexley has 

continued to thrive is because of 

our excellent schools – the Bexley 

public schools, CSG, St. Charles 

and Capital.

Bexley’s a great place to raise a 

family.  Let’s keep up the good work!

Robert H. “Tad” Jeffrey
First recipient, Bexley Community Foundation  

Cornerstone Award

TThe Halliday Society

The Halliday Society was created in 2010 to designate and 
honor those donors who make a planned gift to the Bexley 
Community Foundation.  It was named in honor of Peter B. and 
Janet Halliday, recognizing their planned gift of $3 million to the 
Bexley Community Foundation – our first planned gift – and their 
leadership in establishing the foundation.

Pete and Janet also were instrumental in establishing the Bexley 
Heritage Fund at the Columbus Foundation in 1999.  Pete chaired 
the Heritage Fund until its assets were transferred to the newly 
organized Bexley Community Foundation in 2010 and played a 
key role in developing many of the Foundation’s initiatives for 
our community.  To be a member of The Halliday Society is truly 
an opportunity to be part of Bexley’s history as well as its future.  
Pete served as our first Board of Directors Chair and continues as 
a Director and member of our Executive Committee.  Janet is a 
member of our Program and Grants Committee.

Legacy gifts through The Halliday Society will benefit the Bexley 
community for generations to come.  Because a legacy gift builds 
tradition, enables continuity and literally endows an organization’s 
future, the coat of arms of the Borough of Bexley, England was 
adopted as the stately and fitting symbol for the Society.  It will 
serve to identify members of The Halliday Society in perpetuity.

Bexley has just been a perfect 

fit for my 74 years and for the 

major portion of my 53 years of 

marriage to Janet.  We were proud, 

early supporters of the Bexley 

Education Foundation, and we 

believe the Bexley Community 

Foundation will achieve the same 

level of success for our city as 

a whole.  We have committed a 

major portion of our assets to the 

foundation and hope that will be 

an incentive for others.

Peter Halliday

I came to Bexley as a blushing 

bride and was overwhelmed at the 

immediate welcoming I received.  

Bexley is truly a walkable 

community, so enjoyed for its 

beautiful homes and wholesome 

residents.  But public dollars are 

tight and getting tighter.  This 

foundation can and must fill 

the gap to keep Bexley strong and 

attractive to those looking for 

that special place to live.

Janet Halliday



E
Fall Event
how we raise money

Building a Foundation - 2011

Every new business needs a great kick-off or 

groundbreaking ceremony. The Bexley Community 

Foundation had just that kind of special event on 

September 21, 2011 at the Columbus Foundation.  

More than 150 people attended the public debut of the 

Foundation and the launch of the “Building a Foundation 

- 2011” campaign which resulted in meeting our goal 

of $100,000. The Foundation leadership pledged that 

100 percent of the dollars raised would go back into 

the community through grants to sustain and enhance 

Bexley as a special play to live, learn, work and play.

Programs & Grants
     what we do

T2011 Small Grants Fund 
Award Recipients

The Bexley Community Foundation was proud to launch our Grants 
Program in 2011 with the first five awards from our Small Grants Fund.  
This program funds projects of up to $5,000 in value.  The Grants 
Program will be expanded in 2012 to include a Major Grants Fund cycle 
as well.  The five projects receiving 2011 Small Grants Fund awards 
were as follows:

Bexley Community Garden - $2,500
A grant of $2,500 was approved for the Bexley Community Garden to 
improve and expand the garden.  The funds will be used to add to the 
90 existing individual plots and to establish a fruit tree grove and fruit-
bearing bushes.

Bexley Farmers’ Market 
Passport to Health - $2,500
The Bexley Farmer’s Market was awarded a $2,500 grant to fund the 
Bexley Passport to Health program for children visiting the market.  
The Passport program will partner with market vendors and tap other 
community resources to offer hands-on learning for children in the areas 
of personal health, food choices, nutrition and environmental awareness.

Bexley Public Library 
Early Literacy Program - $1,650
A grant of $1,650 was approved for the Bexley Public Library to support 
its Early Literacy Program.  Foundation funds will be used to purchase 
CDs, puzzles, puppets, books and other resources to expand library 
programming for families preparing their children to learn how to read.

Bexley Public Library 
Homework Help Center - $280
The library’s Homework Help Center was approved for a $280 grant 
to purchase supplies for young children attending this after-school 
program.  The funds will help ensure that the center’s volunteers, who 
are primarily teenagers, have the resources they need to assist the 
program’s participants in completing their homework assignments.

City of Bexley 
Music on Main - $600
Live music will fill the air at the patios of restaurants and coffee shops 
along Main Street on 12 Friday summer evenings in 2012 thanks in part 
to a $600 foundation grant approved for the City of Bexley.  The grant 
will be matched by funds from the city and the Chamber of Commerce.

Bexley Farmers’ Market
2010 Small Grants Fund Award Recipient

The transparency, ease and accessibility of the 
grant-making process separate it from other 

local organizations.

- Lori and Brian Feuer

We’ve been impressed with the Bexley 
Community Foundation’s dedication to passing 

on “the Bexley experience”.

- Susie and Charles Rath



Anne Melvin

We moved here 50 years ago and have loved Bexley like no 
other place we have lived.  Where else can you find such 
beautiful and diverse housing, tree-lined streets and well-
maintained parks and gardens – not to mention the first-rate 
education system?  Maybe the most special thing about our 
city is that Bexley is truly a community of neighborhoods 
within neighborhoods.

Kay and Larry Helman

Ours is an exceptional community. We all must proudly 
and passionately invest in Bexley’s future.

Heidi Anderson

As a lifelong resident of Bexley and a parent of three 
children, I can only say that Bexley is a very special place for 
me.  Dave and I support the Bexley Community Foundation 
because we want to pass on to our children the wonderful 
environment that I enjoyed as a child growing up here.
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Marilyn and J. Richard Briggs, M.D.

Bexley is a jewel of a community because the families who live 
here care deeply about their children and their homes.  They also 

support the cultural, educational and aesthetic aspects of this 
distinctive city.  This new foundation is our assurance that our 

precious community will be preserved well into the future, allowing 
us to show our appreciation through our endowment.

Patty Pohlman

Little did I know when I first passed the sign welcoming you to 
town that, upon moving to Bexley, your life will never be the same.  

This is especially true if you are from Ann Arbor, as my husband 
would confirm!  We raised three sons and now have two grandsons 
in this remarkable city and wonderful school system.  We treasure 

all of our friends and the benefits of life in Bexley.

Beth Grimes Flood and Tom Flood

Before we moved here, we longed for a stronger sense of 
community and connection.  We found it in Bexley.  We love that 
generations of families stay here, that residents have pride in their 

homes and that many work so hard to maintain the beauty and 
vitality of our city.  And what could more emphatically embody the 

hometown nature of Bexley than our Fourth of July celebration?!

Comments from some 
    of our supporters

“ “

“

“

B

P

F

“

“
In Their Own Words “

“

“

“

“

“



Cassingham Society Cont.
Chris and Leslie Masoner  
Jim and Gloria Merkel
Bruce and Nancy Meyer 
Corde Robinson and Dr. Grant Morrow
Sam and Anne Powers   
David and Cathy Presper               
Ed and Sheila Straub
Tom and Lee Szykowny  
Shirle N. Westwater   
Tom and Pam Workman  
      

 
Roosevelt Society

$500 - $999

David and Heidi Anderson  
Brian and Linnea Blanchard 
 and Staci Blanchard Collier
Georgeann C. Corey   
Joe and Marjorie Davidson
Ari and Ann Deshe
Brian and Lori Feuer   
Russ and Joyce Gertmenian  
Halliday for School Board 
Larry and Kay Helman
Kyle Katz and April Zimmerman Katz 
Brett and Katie Kaufman 
Mike and Rhonda Murnane 
Jane Mykrantz
Chris Rinehart
Jamie and Susan Rupp
Tom and Lynn Ryan
Rocky and Suzy Saxbe
Drew and Amy Stark
Martin and Shelia Torch
Gordon and Carol Zacks 
 Philanthropic Fund

2010 &2011 Donor Family
 

Drexel Society
$2,500 - $4,999

Bexley Education Foundation (a)
Susan and Jim Budros
City of Bexley (a)
Columbus School for Girls (a)
Jim and Sue Gross  
Jim and Gina Merkel
Larry and Molly Ruben  
George “Sandy” Simpson 
Jeff and Megan Walker 
Rodney and Donna Wasserstrom 

Cassingham Society
$1,000 - $2,499

David and Jill Bolon
Tom and Mary Jane Bolon 
Dick and Marilyn Briggs
Steve and Liz Cartwright 
Don and Ann Casto 
The Conrades Family Fund  
Tom and Lisa Courtice
Jay and Meredith Crane 
Betty Custer    
Bob and Bev Darwin    
Jim Garland and Carol J. Andrae
Grossman Law Offices
Bill and Moe Harvey   
Tom and Julie Heilman   
Frank and Melissa Ingwersen
Walter “Chub” Jeffrey, Jr.   
Stephen Jeney and Andi Wobst Jeney 
Frank and Linda Kass   
Bob and Mary Lazarus   
Nick and Nancy Marzella

Bexley Community Garden
2010 Small Grants Fund Award Recipient

City of Bexley 
Summer Music Program
2010 Small Grants Fund Award Recipient

TBexley 
Community 
Foundation 
Giving 
Designations

The nine “donor societies” 
identified to mark the various 
foundation giving levels were 
named after some of Bexley’s most 
recognizable streets, reflecting the 
city’s diverse and unique character.  
Pleasant Ridge takes us back to 
our origins – it was the name of the 
municipality that was here before 
there was a Bexley.  Main and 
Broad Streets are our two foremost 
east-west thoroughfares, and Main 
Street is a beehive of commerce.  
Roosevelt Avenue spans our entire 
north-south range and is one of 
our few completely residential 
streets.  Parkview Avenue is home 
to the august Jeffrey Mansion and 
the Ohio Governor’s Residence.  
Cassingham Road is Bexley’s 
“education row.”  

We encourage you to find your 
place among these nine societies!

Pleasant Ridge Society Cont. 
Bill and Barbara Hoyer
Julie Johnson
John and Mary Lou Kean
Bob and Lucinda Kirk
Samuel and Sharon Koon
Fred and Carol Luper
Giuseppe and Vesna Mangano
Phyllis Mulbarger
Karl Orbietan and 
 Karen Kinsella-Obrietan
Carol J. Porter
Gary and Karen Qualmann
Scott and Kara Razek
Tom and Jean Rice
James and Molly Ryan
Eric and Melanie Schottenstein
Ric and Marlee Snowdon
James and Liz Taylor
John and Linda Ziegler

(a) Woodland Meadows Study Group 
Fund……a community collaborative initiated 
and administered by the Bexley Community 
Foundation to explore the use of the Woodland 
Meadows site for recreational purposes.

The Bexley Community Foundation thanks 
the City of Bexley, The Columbus Foundation, 
Chris Giller, Gary Giller, Thom O’Reilly, 
Susan Quintenz, Stanbery Development 
Corporation and Brad Wasserstrom for their 
generous in-kind donations during our initial 
year of operation.

Commonwealth Society
$50,000 and up

The Jeffrey Company 

Parkview Society
$10,000 - $24,999

Brachman – Yenkin Family
Gary and Barbara Giller  
Herb and DeeDee Glimcher
Pete and Janet Halliday  
Lynne M. Jeffrey
Tad and Nancy Jeffrey  
Nancy J. Kingsley   
Wheatley and Barrie McDowell
Noel and Anne Melvin 
William Pohlman, Dr. Lisa Keder 
 and Patty Pohlman
Ken and Susan Quintenz 
The Wasserstrom Foundation 

Broad Street Society
$5,000 - $9,999

Bexley Boosters (a)
Capital University (a)
Beth Grimes Flood and Tom Flood  
Kelly Krase  
Paul and Melissa Lacroix
Richard McKee and Beth Crane 
Jon Meyer and Karen Shore Meyer  
Charlie and Susie Rath 
  

Main Street Society
$250 - $499

Bexley Citizens for Zupnick 
Barry and Denise Blank
Bill and Kathy Davis
Steve and Pat Gabbe
Jules and Judy Garel
Pat and Kate Giller 
Bill and Marcia Goldberger
David Hannallah and Kristin Foley
Lee Hess and Irene Levine
Sally Hoffman
Bill and Christine Hoyer 
Kiehner Johnson 
David and Cari Kass
Steve and Annette Kuss
Donna K. Laidlaw
Bill and Anne Porter
Frank and Frances Reed
Bill and Jeannie Zox 
                  

   
Pleasant Ridge Society

$249 and under

Nancy Casto Benson
Ellen Bowden
Adam and Eleanor Brandt
Steve Brown
Jack and Carolyn Chabot
Diamond Hill Investments 
 Charitable Foundation 
Jim and Nancy Dressel
Kitty Morton Epler
John “Jack” and Betsy Farrar
Michael Flamm and Jennifer McNally
Yitchak E. Gold
Jeff and Beth Hawthorne
Bob and Laine Howarth

Photography credits:

Kate Giller
Carol Harmon
Lynne Jeffrey
Charlie Rath



The following table summarizes key financial information for our first year of 
operation which ended December 31, 2011:

I. bEXlEy CommUnIty FoUnDatIon FUnD at ColUmbUS 
 FoUnDatIon (1)
  Fund Balance at January 1, 2011 $  96,605
  Contributions Received  228,780
  Net Investment Income/Capital Gains  129
  Distributions to Bexley Community Foundation (109,554)
  Fund Balance at December 31, 2011 (2) $ 215,960

II. bEXlEy CommUnIty FoUnDatIon FInanCIal StatEmEntS
 
 aCtIVItIES
  Distributions from Fund at Columbus Foundation (1)      $ 109,554
  Grants Awarded (7,530)
  Operating and Marketing/Fundraising Expenses (67,956)
  Change in Net Assets $   34,068

 FInanCIal PoSItIon 
  Total Assets at January 1, 2011 $5,188
  Change in Net Assets   34,068 
  Total Net Assets at December 31, 2011 $  39,256

III. total FUnD aSSEtS anD bEXlEy CommUnIty FoUnDatIon 
 aSSEtS at DECEmbEr 31, 2011 $ 255,216 
                         
   
 (1)  We deposit all contributions in our Fund at The Columbus Foundation.  

Assets held at The Columbus Foundation are not recorded in our financial 
statements until distributed to us.  

 (2) Of this amount, $130,000 raised in our 2011 fundraising campaign will 
be used to make community grants in 2012.

 (3) Operating expenses were funded by contributions of $76,000 from 
our Board members and a major donor.  Expenses of our September 2011 
inaugural event were funded by contributions of $10,000 from event sponsors.

Our statements of financial position as of December 31, 2011 and 2010, and 
the related statements of activities and cash flows for the years then ended were 
reviewed by Hemphill and Associates, independent accountants, and copies of 
these statements and  our federal tax return for 2011 are available upon request.
  
           

Financial Highlights

Bexley Community Garden
2010 Small Grants Fund Award Recipient

T2012 – Looking Ahead

The Bexley Community Foundation will make awards from its 
Small Grants Fund and Major Grants Fund Programs in 2012.  In 
addition to another round of Small Grant awards for projects of up 
to $5,000 in value, the foundation also has set aside $100,000 for 
awards from its Major Grants Fund.

The foundation seeks exceptional proposals that will add 
significantly to the quality and vitality of life for Bexley residents, 
will have a substantial positive impact on the community and will 
provide creative opportunities for the well-being of Bexley residents.  

We will annually look for innovative projects benefiting all 
residence that include, but are not limited to, topics of interest such 
as the following:
• Physical environment, such as parks, public spaces and 

neighborhoods
• Art, music and other cultural activities
• Recreational programming
• Lifelong learning
• Health or wellness
• Community strategic, economic and/or land-use planning
• Community-wide activities and needs

We place special importance on proposals that leverage other 
financial and volunteer resources and that promote collaboration 
among multiple civic organizations.

Bexley Public Library
2010 Small Grants Fund Award Recipient

We will continue 
our personal support of 
the foundation going 
forward with the hope 
that all of Bexley will 

do the same.

- Nancy and Nick Marzella



552 South Drexel Avenue  |  Bexley, OH 43209
614.235.4070  |  www.bexleycommunityfoundation.org

To sustain and enhance Bexley as a 
special place to live, learn, work and play.

Preserving the Bexley Experience

Thank you for donating the funds for 
the printing of our annual report


